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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

§ 112-1. PURPOSE 

It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote and protect the public health, safety, and 
general welfare by providing for the regulation of the planting, maintenance, and removal 
of trees, shrubs, and other plants within the Village of Bellaire. 

§ 112-2. AUTHORITY AND POWER 

The Department of Public Works (herein after “DPW”) Supervisor will recommend policy 
in reference to all aspects of urban forestry practices to the Village Council for their 
approval and implementation. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

 

 



 
§ 112-3. DEFINITIONS  

Street Trees: Street trees are herein defined as trees, shrubs, bushes, and all other 
woody vegetation on land lying within the right-of-way of all streets, avenues, or alleys 
within the Village.  

Park Trees: Park trees are herein defined as trees, shrubs, bushes and all other woody 
vegetation in public parks having individual names, and all areas owned by the Village, 
or to which the public has free access as a park.  

Public Trees: Trees on lands that are owned by the Village of Bellaire outside of a 
public park having been individually named.   

Private Trees: Trees located on lands owned by private individuals, corporations, etc, 
outside the Village of Bellaire road right of ways.  

Topping: The severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three inches in diameter 
within the tree's crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and 
disfigure the tree 

§ 112-4.  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

(a)  It shall be the responsibility of the DPW Supervisor or their 

designee to study, investigate, counsel, develop and administer a 

written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, 

replanting, removal or disposition of trees and shrubs in parks, 

along streets, and in other public areas. Such plan will be presented 

annually to the Village Council and a budget agreed upon and upon 

their acceptance and approval shall constitute the official 

comprehensive Village tree plan.  

 

(b)  The DPW Supervisor or their designee shall promote and supervise 

the establishment of a tree inventory for Street and Park Trees. The 

inventory shall be updated with the results of ground inspections 

every 3 years. 

 

(c)  The DPW Supervisor or their designee, when requested by the 

Village Council, shall consider, investigate, report and recommend 

upon any special matter or question coming within the scope of its 

work. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-5. UTILITIES  

No street trees other than those species accepted as small trees by the DPW Supervisor or 

their designee may be planted under, or within 10 feet of, any overhead utility wire. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 



 
§ 112-6. PUBLIC TREE CARE  

(a) The Village shall have the right to plant, prune, maintain and 

remove trees, plants and shrubs within the right-of-ways of all 

streets, alleys, avenues, lanes, and within the boundaries of all 

squares and public grounds, as may be necessary to ensure public 

safety or to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such 

public grounds.  

 

(b)  The DPW Supervisor or their designee may remove or cause or 

order to be removed, any tree or part thereof which is in an unsafe 

condition or which by reason of its nature is injurious to sewers, 

electric power lines, gas lines, water lines, or other public 

improvements, or is affected with any injurious fungus, insect, or 

other pest. This section does not prohibit the planting of street trees 

by adjacent property owners.  

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-7.  PRUNING STANDARDS  

All tree pruning on public property shall conform to the ANSI A300 standards for tree 
care operations.  

§ 112-8. TREE TOPPING  

It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person, firm, or Village department to top 

any street tree, park tree, or other tree on public property. Crown reduction by a qualified 

arborist may be substituted, where appropriate. Trees severely damaged by storms or 

other causes, or certain trees under utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning 

practices are impractical, or trees within the Antrim County Airport approaches may be 

exempted from this ordinance at the determination of the DPW Supervisor or their 

designee, upon a finding of a good cause. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-9. PRUNING & CORNER CLEARANCE  

(a) Every owner of any tree overhanging any street or right-of-way 

within the Village shall prune the branches so that such branches 

shall not severely obstruct the light from any streetlamp or obstruct 

the view of any street intersection and so that there shall be a clear 

space of thirteen feet (13') above street surface or eight feet (8') 

above the sidewalk surface. Said owners shall remove all dead, 

diseased or dangerous trees, or broken or decayed limbs, which 

constitute a menace to the safety of the public. The owner of 

private property shall not maintain a tree or shrub that interferes 

with the proper spread of light along the street from a streetlight, 



 

nor interferes with visibility of any traffic control device or sign or 

sight triangle or snow removal at intersections. A property owner 

who maintains a tree in violation of this provision would be subject 

to enforcement proceedings.  

 

(b)  Tree limbs that grow near high voltage electrical conductors shall 

be maintained clear of such conductors by the electric utility 

company in compliance with any applicable franchise agreements. 

The utility company and Village DPW Supervisor must review a 

utility tree trimming policy prior to any trimming by the utility 

company. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-10.  DEAD OR DISEASED TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY  

The owner of private property shall not maintain any private tree in a condition that 
constitutes a hazard to life and/or property, or harbors insects or disease which 
constitutes a potential threat to other public or private trees within the Village.  If the 
owner of private property is found responsible for a violation of this section in a municipal 
civil infraction proceeding and fails to comply with an enforcement order entered by the 
District Court, then the Village may seek an order from the District Court authorizing it to 
enter onto the private property to remove the private tree maintained in violation of this 
section.  The reasonable cost incurred by the village of removing the private tree shall be 
charged to the property owner.   

§ 112-11.  REMOVAL OF STUMPS  

All stumps of street and park trees shall be removed below the surface of the ground so 
that the top of the stump shall not project above the surface of the ground.  

§ 112-12.  PROTECTION OF TREES  

(a) In order to maintain an urban forest, reasonable efforts shall be 

made to replace public trees that are removed and to protect quality 

trees that are endangered.  

 

(b) Public trees removed by the decision of the Village DPW 

Supervisor or by natural causes shall be replaced somewhere in the 

Village on a one-for-one basis within one year. The DPW 

Supervisor or their designee shall determine the location and 

species of any replacement tree. 

 

(c) Public trees of desirable species and good health shall be protected 

as much as possible from damage during construction, sidewalk 

repair, utilities work above and below ground, and other similar 

activities. The zone of protection shall include the ground beneath 

the canopy of the tree 



 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-13. ADJACENT LANDOWNER RESPONSIBILITY 

No person shall plant, remove, cut above the ground, or disturb any tree on any street, 

park, or other public place without first having written approval from the DPW 

Supervisor.  

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-14.  INTERFERENCE WITH VILLAGE DPW SUPERVISOR 

It shall be unlawful for any person to prevent, delay or interfere with the Village DPW 

Supervisor or their designee, or any of its agents, while engaging in and about the 

planting, cultivating, mulching, pruning, spraying, or removing of any street trees, park 

trees, or trees on private grounds, as authorized in this ordinance.  

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-15. REVIEW BY VILLAGE COUNCIL  

The Village Council shall have the right to review the conduct, acts, and decisions of the 

Village DPW Supervisor or their designee as provided herein. Any person aggrieved by a 

decision of the DPW Supervisor may appeal that decision to the Village Council within 

thirty (30) days from the date of the decision from which the appeal is taken. During the 

appeal, the Village Council shall conduct a de novo hearing of the matter and to that end 

shall have all the powers of the DPW Supervisor. In rendering its decision, the Village 

Council shall receive and consider evidence and data relevant to the case and shall issue 

its decision in writing within thirty (30) days after receiving all evidence and data in the 

case. The decision of the Village Council shall then be sent promptly to the person who 

filed the appeal and to the DPW Supervisor. 

[Amended 7-2-2025 by Ord. No. 02-2025 

§ 112-16. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

(a) Any person who shall violate any provision of this Ordinance, 
except Section 15, shall be responsible for a municipal civil 
infraction as defined in Public Act 12 of 1994, amending Public Act 
236 of 1961, being Sections 600.101 – 600.9939 of Michigan 
Complied Laws, and shall be subject to a fine of not more than 
Five Hundred and 00/100 ($500.00) Dollars.   

(b) Any person who knowingly violates Section 15 of this Ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more 
than Five Hundred and 11/100 Dollars ($500) and/or 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than ninety (90) days. 

(c) Each day this Ordinance is violated shall be considered a 
separate violation. 



 
(d) Officers of the Bellaire Police Department, and other village 

officials designated by resolution of the Village council, are herby 
authorized to issue municipal civil infractions under this Ordinance 
directing offenders to appear in court. 

(e) A violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance 
per se and is declared to be offensive to the public health, safety 
and welfare. 

(f) In addition to enforcing this Ordinance through the use of a 
municipal civil infraction proceeding, the Village my initiate 
proceedings in the Circuit Court to abate or eliminate the nuisance 
per se or any other violation of this Ordinance.   

§ 112-17. ENFORCEMENT 

Enforcement shall be by the Village of Bellaire Police Department responsible for issuing 
Municipal Civil Infraction Violation Notices or Municipal Civil Infraction Citations pursuant 
to Village of Bellaire Ordinance No. 38 of 1996.   

 
 
 
[Amended 7-19-06 by Ord. No. 9-2006} 


